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_ EXECUTIVE SUMMARY I

BACKGROUND
ver the last ten years, cross-border trade activi- California Exports to Mexico
ty between the State of California, U.S. and the 19.0
State of Baja California, Mexico has increased /

to record levels and has resulted in remarkable eco- e
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nomic conditions for both countries regionally and
statewide. Trade across California and Mexico has
increased every year and has surpassed Japan to
become California’s top export trade market in 1999.
Total California exports into Mexico have exceeded $19
billion in 2000. Total trade activity through the
California Ports of Entry (POEs) has exceeded $29 bil- 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000
lion in 2000, and it is estimated that trucks transport
approximately 98% of the trade.
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Commercial trips at the three major POEs: Otay Mesa, Tecate, and Calexico East, have increased
59%, 77%, and 58% respectively since 1996. In 2000, approximately two million trucks crossed the
California/Mexico border and the number is expected to increase to approximately 4.3 million by
2020. This increase in truck traffic is mainly

Total Annual Truck Crossings due to growth in the maquiladora industry
5,000,000 (Northbound and Southbound) manufacturing/assembly plant operations
along the California and Baja California bor-
000,000 LY der. The number of maquiladora plants has
%1 Million grown from 178 to nearly 1,200, representing a
570% increase since 1978. The maquiladora
2,000,000 / 2 Million industry has also influenced the overall

3,000,000

growth in employment for Baja California —
HOS0AEE 886,000 approximately 250,000 jobs have been created
since 1978.

MAQUILADORA GROWTH

n MAQUILADORAS % INCREASE EMPLOYEES % INCREASE
R 1978 178 - 16,000

o

VTV 1998 1,017 471% 216,000

(H| 2000 1,192 17% 262,000
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THE BORDER REGION

( jross-border activity is contained within a 150-mile border that is shared between California
and Baja California, Mexico and is composed of an approximate population of five million
people which is projected to grow to over eight million in 20 years. The region includes the

Counties of San Diego and Imperial and the five Baja California municipalities of Tijuana, Playas de

Rosarito, Ensenada, Tecate and Mexicali. There is a total of six POEs located in the region, three

located in San Diego County (San Ysidro, Otay Mesa, and Tecate) and three in Imperial County

(Calexico, Calexico East, and Andrade). The San Ysidro POE handles the largest amount of pas-

senger vehicle and pedestrian crossings making it the busiest land crossing in the world with over

42 million persons crossing northbound in 2000. Not far behind, the Calexico POE is the sec-

ond busiest land crossing along the California and Baja California border with over 28

million people crossing northbound in 2000.

CALIFORNIA/BAJA CALIFORNIA BORDER REGION
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_ EXECUTIVE SUMMARY I

ADDRESSING THE BORDER REGION’S CHALLENGES

he State of California has identified approximately $1.5 billion for ten projects in the San Diego
I and Imperial County regions. In Mexico, transportation improvements have totaled over $900
million for 14 projects in the Baja California Region. This financial commitment represents a sig-
nificant funding pledge with the specific objectives of maintaining and maximizing the operation of
the existing transportation system, and identifying and implementing new transportation improve-
ments along the California and Baja California border. In California, project improvements include the I-5
Realignment at San Ysidro-POE project, which would involve the realignment of the southbound I-5 lanes near the San
Ysidro POE to reduce wait times, and the SR-7 project that will help improve service to the new Calexico East POE.

INTERNATIONAL BORDER REGION PROJECTS

SAN DIEGO COUNTY PROJECTS PROJECT COST PROGRAMMED SHORTFALL SCHEDULE
FUNDING

I-5 Realignment at San Ysidro-POE $60.0 million $12.0 million $48.0 million  2002-2008

SR-11 $238.0 million $8.0 million $230.0 million  2001-2008

SR-905 $293.0 million $235.0 million $58.0 million 2000-2007

SR-125 Corridor $530.0 million $530.0 million $0.0 million  2000-2005

SUBTOTAL $1,121.0 million $785.0 million $336.0 million

IMPERIAL COUNTY PROJECTS PROJECT COST PROGRAMMED SHORTFALL SCHEDULE
FUNDING

SR-111 $119.9 million $117.1 million $2.8 million  2000-2004

SR-78/Brawley Bypass $108.0 million $90.0 million $18.0 million  2000-2007

SR-98 Corridor West End $9.0 million $2.0 million $7.0 million  2000-2008

SR-98 Corridor East End $50.0 million $12.5 million $37.5million  2001-2009

SR-7 Extension $64.3 million $64.3 million $0.0 million 2000-2005

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement $30.0 million $1.8 million $28.2 million 2001-2010

Facility at Winterhaven

SUBTOTAL $381.2 million $287.7 million $93.5 million

GRAND TOTAL $1,502.2 million  $1,072.7 million $429.5 million

Beyond the project cost shortfalls depicted in the funding table above, the State of California
recognizes that there are additional challenges that lie ahead. The State of California strongly
believes that every attempt be made to sustain the existing commitment and cooperation among
local, regional, state, and federal transportation agencies from both sides of the border for improv-
ing the transportation system along the California and Baja California border. Key challenges that
lie ahead include:

e Identifying and securing additional funding resources for current project shortfalls.

* Maintaining binational cooperation and commitment between public agencies to work
together to address mobility, access, and safety while considering security as a key concern.

e Assuming no new or limited revenue sources are available: There is a need to look beyond
traditional solutions for meeting the mobility, access, safety, and security for border
transportation needs.

e Working cooperatively and supporting private sector activities that address cross-border
movement deficiencies and improvements.

Caltrans—District 11, California/Mexico Border Briefing—March, 2002 iii



_ EXECUTIVE SUMMARY I

DocuMENTING KEY ISSUES

he following briefing has been prepared by the California Department of Transportation in an

I effort to document and supplement in detail its on-going transportation related efforts and
challenges along the California and Baja California border. The briefing will serve as an
update on the status of transportation facilities and proposed improvements, overview of key facts
associated with trade activity, and additional transportation planning activities associated with
cross-border movement of goods and people. The sections will address the following key elements:

INTRODUCTION - CHRONOLOGY OF KEY EVENTS

The accompanying exhibit in this section highlights and provides a historical perspective
of key events and milestones critical to transportation border issues. These include the passage
of the Transportation Efficiency Act for 21st Century (TEA-21), and its predecessor, the
Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act of 1991 (ISTEA), which formalized the
nation’s commitment and can be considered the springboard for launching other key legisla-
tion that specifically addressed international trade and cross-border issues.

OVERVIEW OF CROSS-BORDER TRADE

Cross-border trade through the California/Mexico border has increased significantly
since the passage of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) in 1993. Today, trade
activity with Mexico has surpassed that of both Japan and Canada. Mexico is now California’s
number one export trade partner, with more than $19.0 billion in annual trade. This value rep-
resents an increase in exports of 192% since 1993. The total for all California/Mexico import
and export trade exceeds $29.0 billion. Approximately 98% of this trade is transported by
trucks. The majority of the components and products are from the estimated 1,200 maquilado-
ra related industries located in this region.

BORDER TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS

The following sections provide a comprehensive list of on-going projects and efforts cur-
rently funded, or proposed, to improve movement, access, and safety along the California and
Baja California border.

CuRRENT AND NEAR TERM PROJECTS — As the need for new and/or improved
transportation facilities becomes apparent, the State of California is committed to
developing improvements for roadways and facilities adjacent to or at the border cross-
ings. This section compiles the region’s committed projects over the next ten years. It
will highlight the region’s transportation investments in both San Diego and Imperial
Counties that total approximately $1.5 billion. These projects include the completion of
a critical link, SR-905, from the Otay Mesa POE to I-805, and SR-7, the four lane exten-
sion from SR-98 to I-8 that will improve service to the Calexico East POE and goods
movement throughout the region and beyond.
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_ EXECUTIVE SUMMARY I

ADDITIONAL PRrRoposALs — This section presents a snap shot of proposed
transportation improvements that would substantially improve the region’s border
transportation network and facilities that will help meet the surge of passenger travel
and commercial goods movement/freight travel expected in the future. These
improvements include the Jacumba-Jacumé proposed border crossing for improving
commercial vehicle border access to I-8 and locations east of San Diego, and the
Calexico/Mexicali Border Transportation Study, which defined several roadway
improvements along SR-111 to maximize capacity and access to the Calexico POE.

BAJA CALIFORNIA PROJECTS — An aspect that is instrumental in addressing
existing and future transportation border deficiencies is working with and developing
a binational partnership approach between transportation and planning agencies in the
U.S. and Mexico. This coordinated approach also plays a key role in improving over-
all transportation in the border region. This section lists the projects undertaken by
Secretaria Asentamientos Humanos y Obras Publicas del Estado de Baja California
(SAHORPE, the State of Baja California’s Planning and Public Works Agency) that fur-
thers the region’s commitment for improving transportation along, or at, the region’s
POEs. The estimated funding need for these projects is approximately $937 million.

ADDITIONAL BINATIONAL TRANSPORTATION ACTIVITIES — This section provides
an overview of Caltrans’ on-going efforts for continuing its active participation with
local, regional, state, and federal agencies from both sides of the border for addressing
and improving current and future transportation conditions. The section also iden-
tifies a number of key issues currently affecting cross-border transportation, current
planning studies underway, and activities undertaken by private industries directly
associated with cross-border movement of goods and people.

Caltrans—District 11, California/Mexico Border Briefing—March, 2002 v






_ INTRODUCTION I

CHRONOLOGY OF KEY EVENTS

he Intermodal Surface Transportation Efficiency Act (ISTEA) was passed in 1991 and embod-
I ied key guidelines to respond to the 1987 General Agreement of Tariffs and Trade (GATT) and
concerns that addressed issues on international trade, transportation and border crossings.
Following ISTEA, the Transportation Efficiency Act for 21st Century (TEA-21) provided additional
emphasis under Sections 1118 and 1119. These sections include discretionary funding for trade cor-
ridors, border crossing infrastructure, and the responsibility of conducting a multimodal assess-
ment of existing and emerging international trade corridors. The objective is to improve the safe
and efficient movement of people and goods at, or across, the borders between Canada, Mexico and
the United States (U.S.). Under these sections, several activities were undertaken including, but not
limited to, an assessment of the region’s transportation network to identify key traffic and trade
flow corridors, and the development of regional advisory committees representing local, regional,
and binational perspectives on current and future border transportation deficiencies.

In 1992, a year after the signing of ISTEA, the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)
was signed by Mexico, Canada and the U.S., and was subsequently ratified in 1993. The objectives
of NAFTA were to further reduce commercial trade barriers and to increase trade amongst Mexico,

Canada, and the U.S. These objectives were made in an effort to go beyond provisions included in
the GATT.

Since the passage of these key legislative acts, Caltrans, in cooperation with the local
Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs) and with support from local, State and Federal
transportation and planning agencies on both sides of the border, has conducted numerous studies
in the region that address international trade activity, and/or improvements in border crossing
times. These efforts have focused on gathering, documenting and analyzing cross border data, and
conducting corridor level studies that address the opening of new POEs. All these efforts have pro-
vided background and other fundamental information necessary for identifying and prioritizing
border infrastructure needs. As a result, Caltrans identified specific corridors that are critical to the
efficient movement of goods from the POEs to California, the U.S., and beyond. This is shown in the
International Border Trade Corridor Projects figure in Section 3, Border Transportation Infrastructure Needs.

Through these efforts, and with the support of the Governor Davis Administration, the region
has been successful in securing State and Federal funds for near-term projects. As indicated in the
accompanying exhibit, these projects include, but are not limited to, SR-905, SR-7, and SR-111. Also
highlighted in the exhibit are other key events currently underway or that are expected in the future
such as the completion of SR-98 widening and realignment in Imperial County or other proposed
improvements to the various POEs. Please see the Border Transportation Infrastructure Needs Section
for additional information on specific projects.

Caltrans—District 11, California/Mexico Border Briefing—March, 2002 1-1



w TIMELINE OF EVENTS/RESPONSES

— Maquiladora Program Begins

1975
— General Agreement on|
Trade Tariffs (GATT)

2010+ Additional Proposals:
+ San Diego & Arizona Eastern
Railway Improvements

Otay Mesa POE Opens . JRa ocau ‘;?Nbaayl Jacume POE &
« Calexico/Mexicali POE &
Transportation Improvements
« Andrade/Algodones POE
Improvements

— Intermodal Surface Transportation|
Efficiency Act (ISTEA)

1995
Otay Mesa CVEF Opens
Calexico East POE, CVEF & SR-7 Open

2000 —2 Million Trucks Cross CA Border Annually

Introduction
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_ CROSS-BORDER TRADE I

OvVERVIEW OF CROsSs-BORDER TRADE

ince the passage of NAFTA, trade across California and Mexico has increased every year with
SMexico surpassing Japan to become California’s top export trade market in 1999. Total

California exports into Mexico exceeded $19 billion in 2000. Total trade activity through the
California POEs exceeded $29 billion in 2000, and it is estimated that trucks transport approxi-
mately 98 percent of the trade. The number of trucks crossing daily between California and Baja
California has increased significantly, to record levels, since 1996. This increase in truck traffic is in
part due to growth in the maquiladora industry manufacturing/assembly plant operations along
the California and Baja California border. The accompanying exhibits provide a brief overview of
key facts associated with export activity, the maquiladora industry, and trucking activity.

CALIFORNIA ExPoRTS TO MEXICO

* In 1999, Mexico surpassed Japan to become
California’s top export trade market. California Exports to Mexico

* Exports to Mexico have grown from 201~
$6.5 billion to $19 billion, an increase of 18
192% since 1993.

!

A~ O
1 1
-

e The value of goods carried through
California POEs has grown from $12.5
billion to $29 billion, an increase of
174% since 1996.

Billions of US Dollars
S o
i!

 The majority of trade is associated with
the maquiladora industry which are 21
located within the municipalities of
Tijuana, Tecate, Mexicali, and other
locations in Baja California.
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1993 ' 1994 ' 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 '

MAQUILADORA GROWTH
e Approximately 1,200 maquiladoras are located in the Baja California border region.

e The number of maquiladora plants has grown from 178 to nearly 1,200, representing a 570%
increase since 1978.

e The maquiladora industry has also influenced the overall growth in employment for Baja
California — approximately 250,000 jobs have been created since 1978.

ANNUAL TRuck CROSSINGS
e The percent of trade that crosses through California POEs by truck is approximately 98%.

Caltrans—District 11, California/Mexico Border Briefing—March, 2002 2-1



_ CROSS-BORDER TRADE I

¢ Commercial trips at the three major POEs: Otay Mesa, Tecate, and Calexico East, have
increased 59%, 77%, and 58%, respectively

i T ropinge)
¢ In 2000, approximately two million trucks 4,500,000 1 T
crossed the California/Mexico border 4,000,000 | 2
(northbound and southbound). The busiest 300,000
POE for commercial traffic is Otay Mesa 3 zzggggg ]
with approximately 1.3 million truck cross- 3 5000000 -
=

ings annually. This is followed by Calexico 1,500,000 1
East POE with approximately 700,000 1,000,000 1
annual truck crossings. 500,000 1

. . 1993 2000 2010 2020
* Total truck crossings are expected to increase

to approximately 4.3 million trucks by 2020.

Years

DisTRIBUTION OF LOADED COMMERCIAL TRUCKS

uring 1996 Caltrans conducted surveys of trucks transporting exports and imports through
California POEs. The origin and destination of products, and truck trips were analyzed for
each of the California commercial POEs. From this information it was determined:

e Approximately 70% of the truck trips are distributed via San Diego County POEs, and 30%

via Imperial County POEs.
DISTRIBUTION OF TRUCKS
\ ;

e Approximately 22% of 'S\ 'o. f‘rr '”;,‘, o pa i @,‘

the truck trips are dis- ;:;if?-\ ax 7 T £ r;}(\—n—-ﬂ-f{_ T f|
tributed via San Diego or |77/ . RIVERSIDE COUNTY /
& : \ o~
: 'f \

Imperial Counties. E

ja e

|~
L
A --
X 1 i IMPERIAL COUNTY /I ARIZON
* Approximately 57% of aat
the truck trips have ori- N\

gins or destinations to N\

a

USA.

other counties within the Vo——1' CALFORA
State of California. fa,f - : |
O%iet oF
e At least 21% of the truck 0’
trips using California POEs
have origins or destina- o,
tions outside California, to

MEXICO

other U.S. States and U
international locations.

)
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CALIFORNIA/MEXICO BORDER
ANNUAL DISTRIBUTION OF LOADED TRUCKS
To & From California Countries
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Cross-Border Trade
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CALIFORNIA/MEXICO BORDER
ANNUAL DISTRIBUTION OF LOADED TRUCKS
To & From U.S. /Out of Country
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I BORDER TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE NEEDS I

region including the creation of new jobs and attraction of new industries. These benefits

have also translated to several challenges to the land POEs in the form of increased conges-
tion and longer wait times for both passenger and commercial vehicles. Responding to these chal-
lenges, Caltrans has been successful in identifying key projects that will have the greatest effect on
reducing traffic congestion and improving existing deficiencies by setting investment priorities
devoted to improving transportation conditions along the border. The following sections provide a
comprehensive list of on-going and proposed projects devoted to improving movement, access, and
safety along the California and Baja California border.

( jross—border activity has made significant contributions to the California and Baja California

Leading this discussion under Current and Near Term Projects, are Caltrans” identified projects.
The total cost of the ten projects throughout San Diego and Imperial Counties is approximately $1.5
billion. As indicated in the following table, not all projects are fully funded and there remains a total
shortfall of approximately $429 million. Despite the remaining shortfalls, Caltrans is devoted to
working together with local, regional, State, and Federal agencies to identify the financial resources
needed to close the shortfall gap.

As the region continues to grow, forecasts suggest that both passenger and commercial vehicle
crossings will nearly double at all POEs along the California and Baja California border, and the
need for new and/or improved transportation facilities becomes ever more important. The section
Additional Proposals provides a list of future transportation proposals identified by Caltrans to
address the surge in population and transportation movement along the border. These proposals
include the Jacumba-Jacumé border crossing for improving commercial vehicle border access to I-8
and locations east of San Diego, and the Calexico/Mexicali Transportation Study which defined sev-
eral roadway improvements along SR-111 to maximize capacity and access to the Calexico POE.

The following table provides information on project costs, committed funding and funding
shortfalls for each project or proposal.
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SAN DIEGO COUNTY PROJECTS

-5 Realignment at San Ysidro-POE

IMPERIAL COUNTY PROJECTS

Includes $400 million for SR-125 toll portion.

Border Transportation Infrastructure Needs

PROJECT COST

$60.0 million
$238.0 million
$293.0 million
$530.0 million

$1,121.0 million

PROJECT COST

$119.9 million
$108.0 million
$9.0 million
$50.0 million
$64.3 million
$30.0 million
$381.2 million

PROGRAMMED
FUNDING

$12.0 million
$8.0 million
$235.0 million
$530.0 million
$785.0 million

PROGRAMMED
FUNDING

$117.1 million
$90.0 million
$2.0 million
$12.5 million
$64.3 million
$1.8 million

$287.7 million

w NEAR-TERM PROJECT FUNDING SUMMARY =»

SHORTFALL

$48.0 millio
$230.0 millio
$58.0 millio
$0.0
$336.0 millio

SHORTFALL
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_ CURRENT AND NEAR TERM PROJECTS I

“NAFTA Net”. This task was key to enhancing the region’s position for obtaining financial sup-

port for border transportation related projects. This network of interstate and state routes was
deemed critical for the efficient movement of goods and services from the international border
region through California, and beyond. Later, this network was renamed as the International
Border Trade Corridors (IBTC), see map International Border Trade Corridor Projects on page 3-3, and
is characterized as the transportation network which links the POEs and border regions to the
existing transportation system with the objectives of:

In 1993, Caltrans and partner agencies, in response to provisions in ISTEA, identified the

efacilitating and increasing trade (goods, services, and information)
eensuring a safe cross-border trucking industry

eimproving the multi-modal transportation network leading to the major international
border crossings

This section highlights all ten projects that are a part of the IBTC in both San Diego and Imperial
Counties. As shown in the project schedule, it is anticipated that these projects will be completed
by 2010 and are identified as short-term improvements. The dollar investment for these projects
totals approximately $1.5 billion, with a wide spectrum of funding resources including State,
Federal, and local funds. The project fact sheets provide detailed information on project descrip-
tion, project goals, schedule, and funding estimates. The projects include:

SAN DIEGO COUNTY IMPERIAL COUNTY

I-5 Realignment at SR-78/Brawley Bypass
San Ysidro-POE SR-98

SR-905 e
SR-125 S
SR-11

Commercial Vehicle Enforcement
Facility- I-8/Winterhaven
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THE PROJECT

The I-5 Realignment at San Ysidro POE project
is proposed near the San Ysidro POE in San
Diego County. This project would provide the
necessary transportation improvements to sup-
port the POE expansion under study by the U.S.
General Services Administration (USGSA).
The study examines increasing the inspection
lane capacity to reduce border waits. One alter-
native being studied for this project would
realign southbound I-5 near the San Ysidro
POE, and add more inspection lanes in each
direction. Existing southbound lanes would be
realigned to cross near the vacated Virginia Avenue
commercial border crossing. Improvements to
local streets and enhancements to freeway lanes
in both directions are proposed. The other
alternatives would require less infrastructure
modifications. Also, an anticipated shopping
area at Camino de la Plaza will link both sides
of San Ysidro, which has been separated by 1-5.
Bicycle and bus lanes will be added to
facilitate crossings.

BENEFITS

The San Ysidro POE is the busiest land border
crossing in the world. This project promises to
help reduce border waits for commuters and
others, which currently averages 30-45 minutes
on weekdays and up to two hours on week-
ends. Under Section 110 of the Immigration and
Naturalization Service (INS), UGSA will begin
performing southbound vehicle inspections. By
providing additional southbound lanes, and
bicycle and bus lanes, delay will be decreased.

CONGESTION RELIEF

Each day, nearly 90,000 vehicles (45,000 each
direction) crossed the San Ysidro POE last fiscal
year. This figure is expected to climb to nearly
120,000 vehicles by the year 2010. This is in
addition to the nearly 15 million pedestrians
and 210,000 buses that crossed at the POE in
both directions last fiscal year. This project is
expected to help improve existing as well as
future traffic operations in this area.

Current and Near Term Projects

COST AND SCHEDULE

The cost for this project is estimated at $60 mil-
lion, of which there is a shortfall of $48 million.
The Governor’s Transportation Congestion
Relief Program (TCRP) recently allocated $10.0
million to this project.

USGSA is beginning studies on the environ-
mental impact statement and working with
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) and
Caltrans, with completion expected in 2003.

IssuEs

Issues include budgetary constraints for this
project as well as receiving U.S. Congressional
approval for improvements to the POE.

After reorganization, the Federal government is
moving forward with meetings planned to
resolve issues with POE services.

Our PARTNERS

Caltrans is working closely with USGSA, the
FHWA, City of San Diego and the Federal, State
and local Mexican Government on this project.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

Caltrans is continuing to meet with govern-
ment agencies at all levels to determine the
level of support for the project.

=) it
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THE PROJECT

The State Route 905 project calls for the con-
struction of a six-lane freeway from the Otay
Mesa POE at the U.S./Mexico Border to I-805 in
San Diego County. The project will include
interchanges with local streets and a freeway-
to-freeway interchange at SR-125. It will also
provide the right-of-way for an ultimate eight
lane facility, which will include two proposed
High Occupancy Vehicle (HOV) lanes.

BENEFITS

The SR-905 project will complete a critical link
in the region’s international border trade corri-
dor. About 22,000-50,000 vehicles per day
travel on various segments of SR-905/Otay
Mesa Road between I-805 and the border.
About 15 percent of those vehicles are trucks.
This project promises to accommodate future
growth in these numbers and improve safety
for all motorists.

CONGESTION RELIEF

The new highway will not only improve mobil-
ity for border trade traffic by providing for effi-
cient movement of goods and services through
the Otay Mesa POE, but it will also benefit local
and regional travelers as well.

CoSsT AND SCHEDULE
The SR-905 project environmental / engineering
studies are complete and the draft environmen-
tal document was released in August, 2001 for
public comment. The Final Environmental
Impact Statement and Record of Decision
(FEIS/ROD) are expected in 2003.
Specifications and Estimates (PS&E) are
anticipated to be complete by 2004, with
project advertisement also occurring in
2004. The project has been split into four
phases for construction. The first phase, the
Siempre Viva Road interchange, has
received separate environmental clearance [+

and is scheduled for construction in 2002. [ > -'-' »

The project will make use of "design |
sequencing" in the processing of the con-

Current and Near Term Projects

Plans, A

struction contracts. This will reduce the
amount of time between the design and con-
struction phases, speeding up completion of the
project. Advance purchases of property prior to
environmental clearance may also save time.
The cost to construct this project is estimated at
$293 million. To date, $235 million has been
secured for the project. This leaves a shortfall of
approximately $58 million.

Issues

Caltrans continues to seek the remaining funds
required for completion of this project from a
variety of sources, such as: TEA-21 reauthoriza-
tion, Corridors & Borders program and the
Governors TCRP.

OurR PARTNERS

Caltrans is working closely with the City of San
Diego, Otay Mesa Chamber of Commerce and
San Diego Association of Governments
(SANDAG) on this project.

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT

The SR-905 project has earned wide support
from the State of Baja California, Mexico, the
cities of San Diego and Chula Vista, the inter-
national business community, trucking
organizations, environmental groups and
many key legislators. Caltrans will continue
to work with these groups and the public as
the project progresses.
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THE PROJECT

The State Route 125 corridor is being built in
three segments in San Diego County, from Otay
Mesa in the south to Santee in the north. The
southern-most project is the SR-125 South Toll
Road, which will stretch from SR-905 near the
international border to SR-54 in Spring Valley.
This 11-mile, four-lane freeway segment will be
built by a private consortium and operated as a
toll road. The middle project is five miles of
new six-lane freeway currently under construc-
tion from SR-54 to SR-94 in Lemon Grove.
Construction is also underway on the northern-
most project, which consists of four miles of
new six-lane freeway from I-8 in La Mesa to SR-
52 in Santee.

BENEFITS

Future traffic projections show that about
100,000 vehicles per day will travel the corridor
between SR-905 and SR-54 by the year 2010.
During the same timeframe, it is estimated that
more than 150,000 vehicles per day will travel
between SR-54 and SR-94. Forecasts show that
2010 traffic on the corridor between I-8 and
SR-52 will be about 100,000 vehicles per day.
In all cases, motorists commuting through this
rapidly growing region during the next
decade would experience lengthy traffic
delays without the construction of this facility.

CONGESTION RELIEF
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